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June has been a significant month for Msunduzi Municipality a month
that presented us with challenges, but also demonstrated the
strength, resilience and commitment of our people, employees and
stakeholders.

As a City, we joined the nation in commemorating Youth Month, a
period dedicated to recognising the contribution of young people and
reaffirming our commitment towards creating opportunities for youth
development and empowerment.

During this month, Msunduzi Municipality continued to support youth-
focused initiatives aimed at empowering young people, creating
awareness of opportunities, encouraging participation and building
pathways for growth. The various youth programmes implemented
during June reflected our commitment to ensuring that young people
remain at the centre of our development agenda.

| encourage residents and stakeholders to view the Municipality’s
official platforms, including our Facebook page, where we have
showcased the various youth empowerment activities and initiatives
undertaken during this important month. June was also a month
where the Municipality had to navigate operational challenges that
affected service delivery. The industrial action by municipal
employees had an impact on operations and inconvenienced our
residents. | want to acknowledge the frustration caused and sincerely
regret the disruption experienced by members of our communities.

The matter was attended to through engagements between
Management and employee representatives, resulting in the
suspension of the strike while the outstanding issues continue to be
addressed through the appropriate processes. We remain committed
to finding lasting solutions while ensuring that the needs of our
residents remain a priority.

Another major matter that required significant coordination and
collaboration was the situation involving Malawian nationals at the
temporary site in Mayor's Walk. This required a collective response
involving the Municipality, government departments, law enforcement
agencies, humanitarian organisations and other stakeholders.
Through this coordinated effort, the repatriation process was
successfully concluded, with more than 7 000 Malawian nationals
processed and moved. The temporary site has since been closed,
and the Municipality has commenced with the clean-up and
restoration of the area.

| wish to express my sincere appreciation to all stakeholders who
contributed towards ensuring that this process was managed in a
safe, orderly and humane manner. | further commend our municipal
employees who worked tirelessly during this period, often under
challenging circumstances, to support the successful conclusion of
this operation.

June was also a month of sadness for the Municipality and the
people of Msunduzi following the passing of Councillor Thinasonke
Ntombela. Councillor Ntombela was a dedicated public
representative who served the people of Msunduzi with commitment
and humility. His contribution to local government, his years of
service and his dedication to communities will be remembered. His
passing leaves a void within the Council and the Municipality, and we
extend our deepest condolences to his family, colleagues and all
those who worked alongside him.

As we conclude the month, | want to thank all residents, employees,
councillors, government partners and stakeholders for their continued
cooperation and support. The challenges of June reminded us that
progress is built through collaboration, resilience and a shared
commitment to serving our communities. As Msunduzi Municipality,
we remain focused on improving service delivery, strengthening our
institution and building a City that works for all.

Yours in service,

ClIr Mzimkhulu Thebolla
Mayor — Msunduzi Municipality
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Sewer Infrastructure
Project Handed Over at
Esigongweni High School

By Hlelelwe Mkhwanazi Photos: Samukelo Mbanjwa

The Area Based Management Department , together
with Ward 41 Cllr Zuma and Ward 17 Clir Ndlovu,
officially handed over a completed sewer
infrastructure project at Esigongweni High School in
Imbali Unit 13.

The purpose of the gathering was to mark the
successful completion of a long-awaited sewer
pipeline project undertaken by the Department of
Water and Sanitation. The project aimed to improve
wastewater management services in the area
through the installation and upgrading of sewer
pipes.

The completion of this important infrastructure
project is expected to enhance sanitation services,
improve environmental health, and contribute to a
better quality of life for the surrounding community.
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Nasi ISpani Job Readiness
Programme Empowers
Residents at Vulindlela

Photos: Phumla Mdletshe

Area Based Management (ABM) hosted an informative and
empowering session for the youth of Vulindlela Ward 39, in
collaboration with Sasopsbiz

National Youth Development Agency (NYDA), G-force,
Msunduzi library services and uMzansi youth in business.

The purpose of the programme was to equip young people
with the knowledge and skills needed to improve their
career prospects and explore business opportunities.

The session focused on entrepreneurship, providing
guidance on how to start and manage a business
successfully. Participants were also given practical advice
on job-seeking skills, including how to apply for
employment opportunities and prepare professional, up to
date Curriculum Vitae (CV) that meet current recruitment
standards.

The programme encouraged youth to explore both
employment and entrepreneurship as pathways to
economic growth and self-development. Participants
actively engaged in the session and gained valuable
knowledge to help them build a brighter future.
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Youth Indaba Empowers Youth for a Better Future
at Sakhamuzi Community Hall

By Andile Mthimkhulu Photos: Bongani A. Nyembe

Msunduzi Area Based Management (ABM) and the Democracy Development Programme (DDP), in
partnership with Zenzele youth program, Endedale Mall and IEC hosted the Youth Indaba 2026 at
Sakhamuzi Hall under the theme: "Reflecting on the 50 Years Legacy of the 1976 Youth Uprising: Shaping
the Struggle of Today's Generation through Electoral Participation."

The session focused on encouraging youth to take an active role in shaping their future by making
informed decisions, developing leadership skills and embracing positive lifestyles. Discussions highlighted
the importance of self-development, goal setting and taking advantage of opportunities that contribute to
personal and professional growth.

The programme also emphasized the importance of democratic participation, encouraging eligible youth
to register to vote and actively engage in processes that influence the development of their communities.
All individuals present were informed about the value of civic responsibility and the role young people play
in strengthening democracy.

A representative from the Independent Electoral Commission (IEC) was also in attendance to explain the
role the IEC plays during elections. This includes managing the voters' roll, ensuring that all electoral
processes are conducted in a free and fair manner, and upholding the integrity of the voting system before,
during, and after elections.
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Supporting Local Business
Growth

As part of its Business Retention and Expansion Visitation
Programme, a collaborative initiative between the
Business Development Section and Msunduzi service
delivery departments, the task team recently visited
Synvita/Wefco Marketing at 3 Pentrich Road, Camps
Drift.

Established in 1989, Synvita is a family-owned business
specialising in pest control solutions, including the
research, development, and manufacture of high-quality
pesticides and pest control products. The company
employs 13 local residents across its three operating
entities and exports its products throughout Africa.

As part of its commitment to social responsibility, Synvita
is exploring opportunities to partner with Msunduzi
Municipality on public health awareness workshops.

The Business Retention and Expansion Strategy focuses
on supporting local businesses to survive, grow, and
contribute meaningfully to economic development and
job creation within Msunduzi.
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Youth Day Dialogue
Marks 50 Years Since
Soweto Uprising

By Noxolo Mazibuko Photos: Samukelo Mbanjwa

Msunduzi Municipality Library Services joined the
Library of Parliament in commemorating 50 Years
Since the Soweto Uprising, bringing together
learners, leaders and stakeholders to reflect on the
significance of Youth Day and the role of young
people in shaping South Africa’s future.

Learners from SiyaHlomula and Georgetown High
Schools participated in an intergenerational dialogue
alongside Members of Parliament, civil society
representatives, and fellow learners from the
Western Cape, North West and Eastern Cape
provinces. The engagement created a platform for
meaningful discussions on the challenges facing
South African youth and encouraged the sharing of
perspectives across generations.

Delivering a message of support, Msunduzi
Municipality Deputy Mayor, Clir Mxolisi Mkhize,
encouraged learners to embrace opportunities for
growth through education and reading. He noted
that, “The legacy of the youth of 1976 reminds us that
young people have the power to shape the future.
Through reading, learning and active participation in
society, our youth can become the leaders and
change-makers our country needs.”

The dialogue sought to strengthen civic
consciousness and public participation among
learners while deepening their understanding of the
historical and contemporary significance of Youth
DEIVA

As part of the commemoration, the Library of
Parliament, in partnership with the National Library
of South Africa, officially launched the Reading
Ambassadors Programme.

Through this initiative, provincial legislatures
identified learners who will champion a culture of
reading in their schools and communities by
establishing book clubs and inspiring their peers to
develop a lifelong love for reading.
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Msunduzi Welcomes Comrades Marathon 2026
Champions to the City Of Choice

Msunduzi Municipality proudly congratulates the winners and
all participants of the 2026 Comrades Marathon on their
remarkable achievements in one of the world's most iconic
ultramarathons.

As runners crossed the finish line in Pietermaritzburg, the City
of Choice once again demonstrated its spirit of hospitality,
unity, and celebration. Mayor Cllr. Mzimkhulu Thebolla
officially welcomed the gold medalists and top finishers,
commending them for their extraordinary determination,
resilience, and sporting excellence.

Leading the men's race was South Africa's George Kusche,
who claimed victory in an impressive time of 05:15:56, followed
by Piet Wiersma of the Netherlands (05:19:36) and South
Africa's Mbuti Mollo (05:21:31).

In the women's race, South Africa's Gerda Steyn delivered
another outstanding performance to secure first place in
05:44:53. She was followed by Zimbabwe's Nobukhosi Tshuma
(05:53:36) and South Africa's Irvette van Zyl (06:02:30).

Msunduzi Municipality extends its heartfelt congratulations to
all medalists and participants who took part in this year's race.
The Comrades Marathon continues to inspire people from
around the world through its celebration of endurance,
perseverance, and the human spirit.

The Municipality also thanks residents, volunteers, businesses,
supporters, and stakeholders who contributed to the success
of the event and helped showcase Pietermaritzburg as a
world-class host city.

Congratulations to all who made the 2026 Comrades
Marathon a memorable success.
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Deputy Mayor joins St.
Christopher's School in
celebrating 35 years of
excellence

Photos: Andile Mahlaba

Deputy Mayor Clir. Mxolisi Mkhize was invited by St
Christopher's School to join as they celebrate 35 years of
the school's establishment and showcase their art
exhibition.

St. Christopher's School, a special needs school dedicated
to empowering and nurturing learners with diverse
abilities, proudly celebrates 35 years of excellence and
service. The school is also part of the charities that funds
were raised for through the Deputy Mayor running the
2026 Comrades Marathon together with the Chamber of
Business. For over three decades, the school has provided
quality education, care, and support, creating an inclusive
environment where every learner is valued and
encouraged to reach their full potential.

This milestone is a testament to the commitment of
educators, staff, parents, and the wider community who
have contributed to the school's success. As St
Christopher's School marks this remarkable
achievement, it continues to inspire hope and transform
lives, leaving a lasting impact on generations of learners
and their families.
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Mayor officially opens
Thembinkosi Gumede Hall in
Ward 13

By Phumlia Mdletshe Photos: Andile Mahlaba
Bongani A. Nyembe

His Worship the Mayor, Clir Mzimkhulu Thebolla, together
with the Madam Speaker Clir Eunice Majola and Ward 13
Councillor, Cllr Mncwango, officially opened the Thembinkosi
Gumede Hall in Ward 13.

The hall was named in honour of Thembinkosi Gumede in
recognition of his significant historical contributions and
dedicated service to the community.

Speaking in support of the opening, Cllr Majola outlined the
process that led to the naming of the hall. She explained that
all required legal procedures were followed and that the
naming was duly approved by Council through the Public
Places and Street Naming Committee.

"This hall is a valuable investment in our community and will
serve as a place where residents can come together, engage,
and drive local development. We are proud to honour the
legacy of Thembinkosi Gumede through this facility." Said ClIr
Thebolla

The opening of the hall marks an important milestone for the

Ward 13 community, providing a valuable space for
community engagement, meetings, and local development

"BY 2040 MSUNDUZI WILL BE A SAFE, VIBRANT, SUSTRINABLE AND SMART METROPOLIS.” PAGE 09
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Qina Mbokodo empowers women and raises
awareness on gender-based violence

Photos: Andile Mahlaba

The community fromm Ward 13 came together in support of the Qina Mbokodo (Swenka ngePhinifa) public
engagement programme hosted by the Msunduzi Municipality Office of the Speaker, led by ClIr Eunice Majola.
The initiative focused on raising awareness on Gender-Based Violence (GBV) and femicide while creating a
platform for women to connect, share experiences, and support one another.

Welcoming attendees, Ward 13 Councillor Mncwango thanked community members for their enthusiastic
participation and applauded the women who continue to champion the Qina Mbokodo initiative. She
encouraged them to remain active in programmes that promote unity, empowerment, and collective action
against GBV.

Speaker Cllr Eunice Majola inspired the gathering with a message centered on the development of women.
She highlighted the importance of growth in all aspects of life socially, economically, physically, and spiritually
and called on women to continue uplifting and empowering one another. Quoting the well known saying,
“Wathinta abafazi, wathinta imbokodo,” Speaker Majola reminded attendees of the strength, resilience, and
invaluable role women play in society.

The engagement served as a powerful reminder that communities have a vital role to play in combating
Gender-Based Violence and creating safer spaces where women can thrive with dignity, support, and
opportunity.
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Fuze Aviation Academy
inspires next generation of
aerospace professionals at
2026 Career Day

By Nonhlanhla Mbhele Photos: Sasha Ramchund
Sasha Ramcund Bongani A. Nyembe

In partnership with Pietermaritzburg Airport, Fuze Aviation
Academy hosted its 2026 Career Day, welcoming hundreds of
learners from schools across the Msunduzi Municipality. Held
during Youth Month, the event introduced young people to
the diverse career opportunities available within the aviation
and aerospace industries.

Programme Director Mr Sipho Nzimande encouraged
learners to dream big, highlighting that aviation offers careers
far beyond becoming a pilot, including engineering, air traffic
control, aircraft maintenance, safety, finance and security.

The programme featured presentations from industry experts
on aviation safety, compliance, crime prevention, border
protection and rural healthcare outreach, while also
encouraging more women to pursue careers in aviation.
Learners interacted with various exhibition stands, giving
them valuable insight into the many career paths available in
the industry.

Pietermaritzburg Airport Manager, Mr Simon Ndlamlenze,
said aviation career expos and airshows are vital in exposing
learners to the many professions available in the industry
beyond piloting, helping them discover careers that match
their interests while addressing the growing demand for
skilled aviation professionals.

The event concluded with a vote of thanks by Dr Thandi
Ngcobo, reaffirming Fuze Aviation Academy’'s commitment
to empowering young people through education, skills
development and meaningful career opportunities.




THE NEWS DISPATCH O1-30 JUNE 2026 | ISSUE 06

Fuze Aviation Airshow takes flight at PMB Airport

By Bongani A. Nyembe Photos: Andile Mahlaba

Following the successful Fuze Aviation Career Day, Msunduzi's Pietermaritzburg Airport proudly hosted
the Fuze Aviation Airshow, bringing the excitement of aviation to the community. The airshow showcased
a variety of aircraft, aerial displays, and interactive experiences, inspiring aviation enthusiasts and aspiring
aerospace professionals alike. The event continues to promote aviation education, career opportunities,
and the growth of the aerospace sector while positioning Pietermaritzburg Airport as a hub for aviation
excellence.
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Qina Mbokodo Empowers
Women in Ward 12

Photos: Samukelo Mbanjwa

Madam Speaker, Councillor Eunice Majola, hosted the Qina
Mbokodo Speakers Public Engagement Programme at
Thuthukha Hall in Ward 12.

The programme and attendees were welcomed by Ward
12 Councillor Masoeu, who expressed his appreciation for
the initiative and said he was honoured to host such an
important programme in his ward.

The initiative aimed to raise awareness on Gender-Based
Violence (GBV), empower women, and provide information
on available support services. “Through collaboration and
community engagement, we can create safer spaces
where women are protected, respected, and empowered,"
said Speaker Councillor Eunice Majola.

The South African Police Service (SAPS) presented on
community safety and the prevention of gender-based
violence. Commmunity support organisations, including lzwi
Labafelokazi and Isozo Community Centre, highlighted the
support services they offer to those in need.

The Independent Electoral Commission (IEC) encouraged
civic participation and voter education, while Esigodini
Clinic provided information on health services, GBV
support and referral pathways. The Department of Social
Development (DSD) also addressed social challenges and
family support services available within the community.
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Vulindlela Youth Empowerment Summit inspires
future opportunities

Photos: Andile Mahlaba

His Worship the Mayor, Cllr. Mzimkhulu Thebolla, attended the Vulindlela Youth Empowerment Summit
hosted by Msunduzi Municipality in partnership with Services SETA and Amakhosi from Vulindlela at Ngabeni
Hall, Ward 3. The event was supported by Inkosi yakwaMphumuza, as well as local councillors from across the
Msunduzi Municipal area.

The summit aimed to provide a comprehensive platform where unemployed youth, graduates, matriculants,
school leavers, and aspiring entrepreneurs from KwaVulindlela could engage directly with government
institutions, educational institutions, development agencies, and private sector organisations offering
opportunities for employment, education, training, funding, and enterprise development. Stakeholders also
shared valuable information on learnerships, apprenticeships, skills development, entrepreneurship, business
funding, and the creative economy, equipping young people with knowledge to explore sustainable career and
business opportunities.

The programme concluded successfully, with many young people benefiting from the information, guidance,
and opportunities shared by the various stakeholders. The summit reaffirmed the commitment of Services
SETA, Msunduzi Municipality, and its partners to empowering the youth and creating pathways to
employment, education, and entrepreneurship.
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Miss Msunduzi Auditions Shine a Spotlight on Local
Talent

Photos: Bongani A. Nyembe

The Msunduzi Municipality Youth Office successfully hosted the Miss Msunduzi auditions at the Bessie Head
Library, welcoming aspiring contestants from wards across the municipality.

The auditions provided young women with an opportunity to showcase their confidence, personality,
communication skills and passion for representing their communities. The initiative aims to empower young
women, promote leadership, and celebrate the diverse talent found throughout Msunduzi.

The Youth Office extends its appreciation to everyone who participated and wishes the selected contestants all
the best as they continue their journey towards the Miss Msunduzi crown.
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